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We will summarize the chapter on remedial proposals, as
this shows the scope of the work. Proposal 1 is that there
should he more special reception wards for the acute, pre
sumably curable cases ; 2, That the Commissioners should
be done away with, as, according to the writer, they have a
number of general fads, and a good many particular ones,
and are quite unable to be of service to the insane ; 3,
Instead of the Commissioners there should be district
inspectors appointed for each division of the country; these
inspectors are to be numerous, and are to have personal
knowledge of lunacy and of asylums (we wonder where they
are to be found?) ; 4, these inspectors would have also fre
quently to visit the wards of the workhouses in which insane
patients are detained. Proposal 5 is that the present mode
of asylum management should continue, but that medical
officers should be increased so that none has more than 300
under his care at a time ; other changes are suggested, such
as having an assistant superintendent, under such conditions
as will develop the clinical work of asylums. 6, There should
be in every large town receiving hospitals for all acute
nervous mental patients outside certification.

The whole plan may be regarded as a practical substitution
of the scheme of the County Council, with the essential
difference that it is arranged by a man with daily experience
of the requirements and with a just appreciation of what
can and what cannot be done by the means suggested. The
pamphlet must be read to be appreciated, and is so vigorous
that it gives one quite a healthy stimulus to go on in the path
of duty, however toilful it may be just now.

Locke. By ALEXANDERCAMPBELLFRÃ„SER,Hon. D.C.L.Oxford,
Professor of Logic and Metaphysics, University of
Edinburgh. William. Blackwood and Sons : Edinburgh
and London. 1890. (With portrait.)

One more admirable addition to the series of the" Philosophical Classics for English Readers," edited by
Professor William Knight, whose selection of writers has
been most fortunate. It is a great quality in an editor to
know and to choose the best men for the special work assigned
them. Few characters appeal more powerfully to the intel
ligence and even the affection of British thinkers than John
Locke. He was a philosopher, a psychologist, a hard thinker ;
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but he was something more. He was not a cold stoic, but a
man of deep feeling and a lover of his kind. He studied
chemistry and medicine, and materia medica. "And so it
came about that before 1666 he was more or less engaged in
a sort of amateur medical practice in Oxford, in partnership
with his old friend Dr. Thomas. Though he never graduated
as a doctor, nor even as a bnchelor in medicine till 1674, he
was now and afterwards known among his friends as ' Doctor
Locke.' But his professional connection with the faculty
was always rather loose and uncertain. It may have been
that the philosophic temperament made professional tram
mels and routine irksome, and that he instinctively preferred
the hazards of freedom to submission to rules which might
comj romise the development of his individual genius. His
health, even now, was constitutionally indifferent. He
inherited a delicacy which ended in chronic consumption
with periodical attacks of asthma, against all of which he
contended through life with characteristic forethought and
contrivance. To the end he was an amateur medical
inquirer, and was ready, upon occasion, to advise his friends
about their health long after he had abandoned the idea
of living by the practice of medicine" (p. 20).

Locke accidentally met with Lord Ashley (first Lord
Shaftesbury), and a friendship was formed between them
which exercised a mutual influence in the direction of free
dom of intellect and the love of civil and religious liberty.
In 1667 he resided in the Strand, and was the medical adviser
and agent of this nobleman, and was also tutor to his son.
Few, probably, are aware that for 15 years "he shared
fortune and home with the most remarkable man in affairs inCharles the Second's reign, and was confidential friend of
the most sagacious and powerful statesman in England."
Locke was introduced to feyderiham, and was intimate with
him during the remaining twenty years of the latter's life.
It is very interesting to read what Sydenhain wrote abouthis friend in his dedication of " Fevers " to Mapletoft. " You
know how thoroughly my method is approved of by an
intimate and common friend of ours, and one who has
closely and exhaustively examined the subjectâ€”I mean Mr.
John Lockeâ€”a man whom, in the acuteness of his judg
ment, and in the simplicity, that is, in the excellence of his
manners, I confidently declare to have amongst the men of
our time few equals and no superior" (p. 30).

In 1668 Locke was elected F.ÃŸ.b., but he does not appear
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to have interested himself in the proceedings of the society.
At a friendly meeting in his own house in 1670-71 he " was
led to devote himself to that enterprise which directed the
main current of his thoughts during the remainder of his
life. . . . For it inaugurated the philosophy that was to
remain dominant in Britain for more than a century after
his death, and which, through further developments and by
reaction against it, has so affected the thought of the world
ever since that the last two centuries might be termed the
Lockian epoch in the intellectual history of Europe." The
result of this meeting was the " Essay concerning Human
Understanding," which, however, did not see the light till
nearly twenty years had elapsed. It is strange that the
author, when he commenced his celebrated work, fancied that
" all he should have to say on the matter would be contained
in one sheet of paper."

This is not the place to analyse or criticize the psychology
of Locke. As might be expected, the word "idea" occurs
in his essay more frequently than any other. " The new way
of ideas and the old way of speaking intelligibly was always
and ever will be the same" (p. 111). As everyone knows,
Locke strove to demonstrate that the mind is in the first
instance a tabula rasa. Professor Eraser thus remarks onLocke's opposition to imiateness : " The drift of this famous
argument has been overlooked by critics. It has been read
as if it were an abstract discussion as to universality and
necessity in knowledge, like that now at issue between em
piricism and intellectualistn. In arguing against innateness
of principles and ideas he explains that he does not mean to
deny that some truths come to be seen by human under
standing as demonstrably necessary, and others as self-
evidently true. On the contrary, he reports as a fact
found by reflection, that in some cases the intellect becomes
able to perceive a truth as the eye doth light, only by being
directed to it by bare intuition, which kind of knowledge is
the clearest and most certain that human frailty is capableof "(p. 115).

The personal references to the philosopher are of great
interest. When 57 he had written his work on Toleration,
and his Treatises on Government, in addition to his Essay
on Human Understanding. The home of his old age was in
Essex, at Oats, the seat of Sir Francis Masham, M.P. It
â€¢wasjust 200 years ago that this retired life commenced.
The place lies between Ongar and Harlow, not far from
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Stamford Rivers, a locality recalling the name of a remark
able man of the last generationâ€”Isaac Taylorâ€”the author
of " The Natural History of Enthusiasm/' etc. We are
told that he was often seen in the Parish Church of High
Laver, and that riding was his favourite exercise. " His
spare, diminutive figure must have been familiar to the
cottagers who were used to see Dr. Locke, the studious
gentleman who lived with Sir Francis, pass on horseback on
the rough roads towards Harlow, or Ongar, or Epping. . . .
Sometimes the afternoon exercise was in the old-fashioned
garden at the manor house, where, on warm summer days of
the closing years of that far-off seventeenth century, he
enjoyed the shade of the yew trees in company with Esther
Masham or her mother, or basked in the sun on the sheltered
walks. This routine was relieved by visits to town, or by
occasional visits at Oats of illustrious friendsâ€”Isaac Newton,
from Cambridge, or the Lord Shaftesbury of the ' Charac
teristics/ who, in former days, was Locke's pupil," etc., etc.

Locke's declining days were soothed by the kind attention
of the family in which he lived. He died in 1704, Oct. 28th,
" in perfect charity with all men, and in sincere communion
with the whole Church of Christ, by whatever names his
followers pleased to call themselves." He was buried " on
the sunny side in the Parish Church of High Laver, where,
almost two centuries ago, that serene and pensive face, pale
and tinged with sadness, which Kneller has made familiar to
us all, was often seen." It is said that Sir Isaac Newton
was among the first to visit his tomb.

To the book itself, however, admirably edited as it is by
Dr. Fraser, we must refer the reader.

Sanity and Insanity. By Dr. MEECIEE. The Contemporary
Science Series. Walter Scott, London, 1890.

This volume is one of the series edited by Havelock
Ellis, containing " Physiognomy and Expression/' by Mante-
gazza, and Moll on " Hypnotism," among other valuable
scientific or semi-scientific contributions.

We say scientific or semi-scientific, because though the
subjects are in a way specially scientific, yet the treatment
is such as to make them acceptable to the ordinarily
educated reading public.

From time to time popular books on insanity appear, and


